
Report to: Licensing and 
Regulatory 
Committee

Date of Meeting: Monday 18 June 
2018

Subject: Ford View, Litherland - Objections to Disabled Parking Place

Report of: Head of Locality 
Services - 
Commissioned

Wards Affected: Ford

Portfolio:

Is this a Key 
Decision:

No Included in 
Forward Plan:

No

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

No

Summary:

To report the receipt of objections to a proposed Disabled Parking Place.

Recommendation(s):

It is recommended that:-

(i) The objections be noted;

(ii) The Disabled Parking Place be progressed as originally advertised;

(iii) The objectors be advised accordingly.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

The Council has the power to revoke a Traffic Regulation Order (Part IV of Schedule 9 to
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984) as well as the power to make a new Traffic
Regulation Order (Section 1 of that Act). Authorisation to advertise new Traffic
Regulation Orders falls under the remit of Cabinet Member Locality Services.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

None



What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

All costs associated with the introduction of the Traffic Regulation Order,
amounting to £1000 will be funded from the 2018/19 Traffic Management
Revenue budget.

(B) Capital Costs

All costs associated with the conversion of the grass verge to a parking area, 
amounting to approximately £15000 will either be funded by One Vision Housing, 
or by Sefton MBC via the local Ward budget and Capital Programme. Further 
financial approvals will be sought at a later date if Sefton MBC has to fund the 
works. 

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

Legal Implications:

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:      Will assist a resident with disabilities

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:    Not applicable

Commission, broker and provide core services:   Not applicable

Place – leadership and influencer:    Not applicable

Drivers of change and reform:    Not applicable

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:    Not applicable

Greater income for social investment:    Not applicable

Cleaner Greener:   Not applicable



What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 5147/18)) and Head of Regulation and 
Compliance (LD 4371/18) have been consulted and any comments have been 
incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

The proposed waiting restrictions have been advertised in the Bootle Champion on 15 
February 2018, with a 21 day objection period ending on 8 March 2018. 

Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Committee / Council meeting.

Contact Officer: Steve Johnston
Telephone Number: Tel: 0151 934 4258
Email Address: steve.johnston@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.



1. Introduction/Background

1.1 On 18 October 2017, an application was made for the introduction of a Disabled 
Parking Place associated with 14 Ford View, Litherland.

1.2 As part of Sefton’s procedures, the applicant supplied a completed application 
form, detailing his disability and vehicle details, copies of his blue badge, together 
with a medical form completed by his Consultant at Aintree Hospital.

1.3 These details were checked, and a number of parking surveys carried out to 
establish the level of parking within the applicant’s mobility range, as stated by his 
Consultant.

1.4 The application satisfied all criteria for the provision of a Disabled Parking Space, 
and the parking surveys clarified that there were never any spare parking spaces 
available at peak times. A photo showing the parking situation at 17:00hrs is 
attached as Annex A.

1.5 As a consequence, the application was approved, and authorisation sought from 
Cabinet Member – Locality Services to advertise the proposed Traffic Regulation 
Order. The proposal was subsequently advertised in the Bootle Champion on 15 
February 2018, with a 21 day objection period ending on 8 March 2018. 

1.6 A letter of objection, signed by 15 residents of Ford View, was received within the 
Department on 5 March 2018.

2.0 Objection

2.1 A copy of the objection, with the names and addresses removed for anonymity, is 
attached as Annex B.

2.2 The objection is signed by 15 residents, who live in 10 of the houses within the 
cul-de-sac. For Members’ information, there are 15 properties within the cul-de-
sac.

2.3 As can be seen from the letter of objection, the residents are objecting for two 
main reasons:-

 They claim that the applicant’s disability is not severe enough to warrant a 
Disabled Parking Place.

 The amount of on-street parking spaces is insufficient for all of the vehicle 
owners in the cul-de-sac, and that they are being discriminated against if 
we provide a dedicated parking space for the applicant.

          

3.0 Discussion

3.1 In response to the first part of the objection, it should be noted that before any 
application is approved by officers, documented proof must be supplied by the 
applicant as to the extent of their disability. In this case, a confidential medical 



form and accompanying letter has been provided by his Consultant. These clearly 
outline the applicant’s disability and gives a mobility range up to 10 metres.

3.2 In response to the second point of objection, by their own admission, the residents 
have confirmed that there is insufficient space within the cul-de-sac, and as a 
Local Authority, we are duty bound to assist disabled residents who have difficulty 
securing a parking space within their mobility range.

3.3 The letter of objection also mentions the large grass verge which runs on one side 
of Ford View. A plan showing the layout of the cul-de-sac is shown as Annex C. 
Whilst the carriageway and footway is owned and maintained by Sefton Council, 
the grass verge is owned and maintained by One Vision Housing (OVH).

3.4 As a result of the very strong feelings against the applicant and the proposed 
Disable Bay, Ward Members, officers from Sefton’s Neighbourhoods Team and 
Highway Safety Team have met with officers from OVH to discuss whether the 
situation can be eased by the conversion of the grass verge into a parking area.

3.5 At the meeting, it was accepted that something needed to be done, with Ward 
Members suggesting that they would be willing to fund the work and subsequent 
adoption of the new parking area, with a contribution from the Capital Programme 
(Environmental improvements in residential areas). Officers from OVH suggested, 
however, that as the grass verge was in their ownership, the responsibility for the 
area, and costs for converting it to a parking area, should remain with OVH. As a 
result, it is intended that the matter would be taken to their Asset Management  
Board for a decision to be made. At the time of preparing this report, officers are 
still awaiting the outcome of OVH’s Asset Management Board, so it is unclear as 
to who will fund the works. A verbal update will be given to L&R Committee 
Members during their meeting on 18 June 2018.

4.0 Proposal

4.1 Under the constitution of this Committee, Members can either:-

a) approve the scheme as proposed, or;

b) approve the scheme with minor amendments, or;

c)  refer the scheme to the Cabinet Member Locality Services indicating the
     Committee’s view on how the proposal should be progressed.

4.2 Having reviewed the applicant’s supporting documentation and results of the 
parking surveys, it is considered that the objections should be over-ruled and the 
proposed Disabled Parking Place be progressed as originally advertised.

4.3 It is further proposed that officers from Sefton’s Neighbourhoods Team and 
Highway Safety Team continue to liaise with Ward Members and OVH with a view 
to converting the grass verge into a parking area as soon as possible.
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